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CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that performance of 
WHAT RHYMES WITH AMERICA is subject to payment of a royalty. It is fully 
protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America, and of all countries 
covered by the International Copyright Union (including the Dominion of Canada 
and the rest of the British Commonwealth), and of all countries covered by the Pan-
American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention, the Berne 
Convention, and of all countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright 
relations. All rights, including without limitation professional/amateur stage rights, 
motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting, television, 
video or sound recording, all other forms of mechanical, electronic and digital 
reproduction, transmission and distribution, such as CD, DVD, the Internet, private 
and file-sharing networks, information storage and retrieval systems, photocopying, 
and the rights of translation into foreign languages are strictly reserved. Particular 
emphasis is placed upon the matter of readings, permission for which must be secured 
from the Author’s agent in writing.

The English language stock and amateur stage performance rights in the United States, 
its territories, possessions and Canada for WHAT RHYMES WITH AMERICA are 
controlled exclusively by DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC., 440 Park Avenue 
South, New York, NY 10016. No professional or nonprofessional performance 
of the Play may be given without obtaining in advance the written permission of 
DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC., and paying the requisite fee.

Inquiries concerning all other rights should be addressed to Creative Artists Agency, 
405 Lexington Avenue, 19th floor, New York, NY 10174. Attn: George Lane.

SPECIAL NOTE
Anyone receiving permission to produce WHAT RHYMES WITH AMERICA is 
required to give credit to the Author as sole and exclusive Author of the Play on the title 
page of all programs distributed in connection with performances of the Play and in all 
instances in which the title of the Play appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing 
or otherwise exploiting the Play and/or a production thereof. The name of the Author 
must appear on a separate line, in which no other name appears, immediately beneath 
the title and in size of type equal to 50% of the size of the largest, most prominent 
letter used for the title of the Play. No person, firm or entity may receive credit larger or 
more prominent than that accorded the Author. The following acknowledgment must 
appear on the title page in all programs distributed in connection with performances 
of the Play:

World premiere presented by
Atlantic Theater Company

New York City, 2012.



WHAT RHYMES WITH AMERICA was presented by Atlantic 
Theater Company in New York City, opening on December 12, 
2012. It was directed by Daniel Aukin; the set design was by Laura 
Jellinek; the costume design was by Emily Rebholz; the lighting de-
sign was by Matt Frey; the original music and sound design were by 
Ryan Rumery; and the production stage manager was Kyle Gates. 
The cast was as follows:

HANK  .....................................................................  Chris Bauer
MARLENE  ..........................................................  Aimee Carrero
LYDIA  ................................................................... Seana Kofoed
SHERYL  .................................................. Da’Vine Joy Randolph
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CHARACTERS

HANK — 40s
MARLENE, his daughter — 16 and a half
LYDIA — 40s
SHERYL — late 30s

About the Language: The line breaks, internal capitalizations, and 
lack of punctutation in general are intended as guidelines to the 
characters’ thought processes, in terms of emphasis, pattern, and 
rhythm; they should be honored, but should not feel enslaving.

When a line is indented, it indicates a continuation of the previous 
line. When there is no indentation, it indicates a line break. When a 
forward slash (“/”) appears within the dialogue, it indicates that the 
next line should begin, creating an overlap with the previous line.
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Hank stands in a hallway, outside an apartment door. He 
wears a raincoat. Marlene is inside the apartment, on the 
other side of the door.

HANK
Open the door

MARLENE
She told me not to

HANK
(?)
Open the door
I have a key 

MARLENE
She changed the locks

HANK
I wouldn’t have used it Marlene It wasn’t a/ threat for crying out loud

MARLENE
Please don’t yell Dad

HANK
Who’s yelling

MARLENE
You/are
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HANK
Nobody’s yelling

MARLENE
What am I supposed/ to do

HANK
You shouldn’t be put in this/ position is all

MARLENE
Please don’t say bad things about her

HANK
I didn’t it’s just
You Shouldn’t Have To Choose

MARLENE
I’m not it’s just
I live with her so/ it’s hard

HANK
It Is Hard
It’s not right
(Slight pause.)

MARLENE
That’s between you guys
(Pause.)

HANK
I didn’t say bad things about her

MARLENE
I didn’t say you did I said please/ don’t

HANK
I won’t I don’t
(Slight pause.)
I love her
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MARLENE
Don’t Say That

HANK
What am I supposed to say/ Marlene

MARLENE
Just
regular things Say regular/ things

HANK
How’s life Marlene

MARLENE
Okay

HANK
(?)
Really 
Everything

MARLENE
Well I don’t I mean is that
statistically possible 

HANK
(?)
School

MARLENE
It’s okay

HANK
Do you like your teachers

MARLENE
They’re okay 

HANK
Do you have a favorite
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MARLENE
Teacher

HANK
Uh-huh

MARLENE
No

HANK
(?)
No one No one inspiring

MARLENE
Inspiring no I mean no I mean
no one you’d 
make a biopic about or anything
(Slight pause.)
Do you have a favorite neighbor

HANK
What

MARLENE
Isn’t that the same They’re just
Neighbors They’re just/ teachers

HANK
I don’t have neighbors

MARLENE
You have neighbors of course you have/ neighbors

HANK
I don’t know them

MARLENE
But they live there
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HANK
They’re only neighbors if you know them

MARLENE
That’s not/ true

HANK
It is/ true

MARLENE
They’re still there
whether you know them or not
You should get to know them

HANK
It’s a temporary situation/ Marlene 

MARLENE
(?)
It is

HANK
(?)
What

MARLENE
(?)
Is it
(Slight pause.)
(?)
Are you moving

HANK
What

MARLENE
Are you moving

HANK
I hope so
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A father and his teenage daughter stand on either side of a closed door. Life 
is unraveling for him, and it is entirely uncertain for her. So begins Melissa 
James Gibson’s poignant, funny play about estrangement and the partially 
examined life. With her spare style, mordant wit, and compassionate insight, 
one of the most emotionally penetrating and unique voices in theatre 
today wonders WHAT RHYMES WITH AMERICA.

“This touching, sorrowful comedy [is] ... full of compassionate wonder at the 
innumerable ways in which lives can go wrong.” —The New York Times

“Gibson writes fluidly and beautifully for that Impatient Age, slowing down our 
emotional metabolism for deeper scrutiny while speeding proficiently through 
her scenes, each a sketchlike contrivance, but none of them sketchy.”
 —New York Magazine

“People in Melissa James Gibson’s enchanting, tough-minded, 85-minute play, 
WHAT RHYMES WITH AMERICA, feel their way around life with an off-
balance neediness that is both morose and unexpectedly engaging … [Gibson] 
makes us identify with people who struggle on the sides of what they see as the 
center of things.”  —Newsday

“Desperation, poor timing, denial, miscommunication, estrangement, insecuri-
ties. All the stuff of comedy — thanks to Melissa James Gibson’s gift of quirky, 
intellectual writing … There may not be a word that rhymes with America, 
yet Gibson expertly illuminates the non-rhyming poetry within ordinary people 
desperate to figure out how to move forward.” —Associated Press
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