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FREUD’S LAST SESSION

September 3, 1939. Morning.

As lights dim, the voice of a BBC announcer is heard.

BBC ANNOUNCER. There is still no official response to the
Prime Minister’s ultimatum that all troops be immediately with-
drawn from Poland. The German Ministry continues to assert
Chancellor Hitler’s claim that the Polish state has ignored all offers
of peaceful settlement and refuses to respect the frontiers of the
Reich. (Lights slowly up on the study of Dr. Sigmund Freud. The room
is filled with books, the walls with artwork. Dr. Freud sits behind bis
desk, listening to his radio. The desk is crowded with antiquities from
around the world; reliefs, statues and busts. A leather chair faces the
doctor’s desk. Upstage, a couch, covered by a richly embroidered quilt.)
Prime Minister Chamberlain is expected to address the nation
shortly. Regular programming will be interrupted to bring you his
broadcast. (Sound of a barking dog offstage.) We have just received
confirmation that Slovakian troops have joined the German inva-
sion — (Freud turns off his radio. He calls offstage to his dog, Jo-Fi,
who continues to bark.)

FREUD. Jo-fi! You hear someone coming? Smart dog! Come
here, Jo-Fi! Run to Papa! (A bark. No dog.) Or just sit there.
(Sound of doorbell. Freud looks at his watch and exits. Offstage, he
opens the front door.)

LEWIS. (Offstage.) Dr. Freud; 'm Professor Lewis.

FREUD. (Offstage.) Good morning, Professor.

LEWIS. (Offstage.) Good morning.

FREUD. (Offstage.) 1 had given you up for lost. Come this way;
we can speak in my study. (Freud enters, followed by Lewis.)
LEWIS. I am terribly sorry to be so late.



FREUD. IfI wasn’t eighty-three I would say it doesn’t matter.
LEWIS. The rail schedules are useless with the evacuations. All the
trains are leaving London, not coming here. I watched coach after
coach pass through Oxford Station with children theyre taking to
the countryside. They’re emptying hospitals as well.

FREUD. And prisons.

LEWIS. Really?

FREUD. Anywhere air attacks are likely. Thousands of convicts
near the end of their sentences are being released.

LEWIS. You've been listening to the radio?

FREUD. Yes. I find it convenient to be warned before being
bombed. Chamberlain is due to make an announcement. I must
tell you that my doctor will be coming shortly, so our visit must be
brief. Let me take your coat. My wife and our housekeeper are out
shopping for any canned goods they can find. We must prepare for
the worst. (Freud takes Lewis’ coat; Lewis removes a small cardboard
box from his pocket.)

LEWIS. Of course. Perhaps under the circumstances we should
simply postpone it.

FREUD. Until when, Professor? Do you count on your tomor-
rows? I do not. (Freud exits with Lewis coat; sound of Jo-Fi barking.)
LEWIS. What kind of dog is he?

FREUD. (Offstage.) A Chou. He stays with me through all my ses-
sions. (Freud returns.) Jo-Fi is my emotional barometer. If a patient
is calm, he stretches out at my feet. But if a patient is agitated, Jo-
Fi stands at my side and never takes his eyes off him.

LEWIS. So what should I make of him running away at the sight
of me?

FREUD. He, too, is a stickler for punctuality.

LEWIS. I see. What a marvelous study.

FREUD. My daughter Anna decorated it to be a replica of my
office in Vienna.

LEWIS. (Looks through the French doors.) You have a beautiful view.
FREUD. The garden, yes. When I looked out my window at
home I saw only Nazis burning my books. Please sit. (Lewis stares
at Freuds famous couch. Freud indicates the chair before his desk.)
Not there. Here.

LEWIS. Thank you.

FREUD. Since we have so little time perhaps we should come to
the reason I wrote you.
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