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CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that performance of THE
DREAM OF THE BURNING BOY is subject to payment of a royalty. It is fully
protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America, and of all
countries covered by the International Copyright Union (including the Dominion of
Canada and the rest of the British Commonwealth), and of all countries covered by the
Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention, the
Berne Convention, and of all countries with which the United States has reciprocal
copyright relations. All rights, including without limitation professional/amateur stage
rights, motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting,
television, video or sound recording, all other forms of mechanical, electronic and
digital reproduction, transmission and distribution, such as CD, DVD, the Internet,
private and file-sharing networks, information storage and retrieval systems,
photocopying, and the rights of translation into foreign languages are strictly reserved.
Particular emphasis is placed upon the matter of readings, permission for which must
be secured from the Author’s agent in writing.

The English language stock and amateur stage performance rights in the United States,
its territories, possessions and Canada for THE DREAM OF THE BURNING BOY
are controlled exclusively by DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC., 440 Park Avenue
South, New York, NY 10016. No professional or nonprofessional performance of the
Play may be given without obtaining in advance the written permission of
DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC., and paying the requisite fee.

Inquiries concerning all other rights should be addressed to the Gersh Agency, 41
Madison Avenue, 33rd Floor, New York, NY 10010. Attn: Joyce Ketay.

SPECIAL NOTE
Anyone receiving permission to produce THE DREAM OF THE BURNING BOY is
required to give credit to the Author as sole and exclusive Author of the Play on the
title page of all programs distributed in connection with performances of the Play and
in all instances in which the title of the Play appears for purposes of advertising,
publicizing or otherwise exploiting the Play and/or a production thereof. The name of
the Author must appear on a separate line, in which no other name appears,
immediately beneath the title and in size of type equal to 50% of the size of the largest,
most prominent letter used for the title of the Play. No person, firm or entity may
receive credit larger or more prominent than that accorded the Author. The following
acknowledgments must appear on the title page in all programs distributed in
connection with performances of the Play:

Development of THE DREAM OF THE BURNING BOY was supported by
the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center during a residency

at the National Playwrights Conference of 2010
(Preston Whiteway, Executive Director; Wendy C. Goldberg, Artistic Director).

World Premiere produced in New York City by Roundabout Theatre Company 
(Todd Haimes, Artistic Director; Harold Wolpert, Managing Director;
Julia C. Levy, Executive Director) as part of Roundabout Underground

at the Harold and Miriam Steinberg Center for Theatre on March 23, 2011.
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THE DREAM OF THE BURNING BOY was produced by
Roundabout Theatre Company (Todd Haimes, Artistic Director;
Harold Wolpert, Managing Director; Julia C. Levy, Executive
Director) as part of Roundabout Underground at the Harold and
Miriam Steinberg Center for Theatre in New York City, opening
on March 23, 2011. It was directed by Evan Cabnet; the set
design was by Lee Savage; the costume design was by Jessica
Wegener Shay; the lighting design was by Ben Stanton; the sound
design was by Jill BC Duboff; the production stage manager was
Charles M. Turner III; the production manager was Michael
Wade; and the general manager was Rachel E. Ayers. The cast was
as follows: 

LARRY ...................................................................... Reed Birney 
DANE ......................................................................... Josh Caras
STEVE ................................................................. Matt Dellapina
KYLE ................................................................... Jake O’Connor
CHELSEA ...................................................... Jessica Rothenberg
ANDREA ..................................................... Kristie Dale Sanders
RACHEL ........................................................... Alexandra Socha
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CHARACTERS

LARRY — A high-school English teacher, around fifty.

DANE — A student, late teens. 

STEVE — A guidance counselor, late twenties. 

CHELSEA — Dane’s girlfriend, late teens. 

KYLE — Dane’s friend, late teens. 

RACHEL — Dane’s sister, late teens.

ANDREA — Dane’s mother, around forty. 

PLACE

A small high school in suburban America.

TIME

The present. Spring.
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There is always the possibility that even our painful and ter-
rifying dreams may, upon interpretation, prove to be wish-
fulfillments.

—Sigmund Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams
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THE DREAM OF THE
BURNING BOY

Scene 1

A high-school classroom. The end of the school day.

Larry Morrow, a patient academic in his fifties, sits across
from Dane Bentley, a 17-year-old student.

LARRY.  What do you think you deserve?
DANE.  I think I deserve … better.
LARRY.  Okay, should I just write that on your paper, then?
“Better?”
DANE.  No, I —
LARRY.  I can’t give you “better,” Dane. I can give you seventy, or
eighty, or ninety. Or maybe I should give you perfect? Would that
be better? If I just gave you perfect?
DANE.  I’m not asking you to give me perfect. I just want to talk.
LARRY.  Well, good. Let’s talk. The subject of your paper was the
role of Virgil in Dante’s Inferno, correct?
DANE.  Yes.
LARRY.  And the title you chose was … (Picking up Dane’s paper.)
“Losing my Virgil-ity: My First Date with Dante.”
DANE.  (Smiles.) Yeah.
LARRY.  Which immediately suggests to me that you’re not taking
this paper, or this class, very seriously.
DANE.  No, I am … 
LARRY.  Well, you’re not … 
DANE.  No, I am. I really am, I just … I’ve had a lot on my mind
lately.
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LARRY.  I understand that, Dane, but do you have any idea how
much I have on my mind?
DANE.  A lot?
LARRY.  A lot. But I still find time to do my work. I still find time
to grade your papers. And I can’t start grading everyone differently
based on how much they may or may not have on their mind. Do
you understand? I can’t give you special treatment.
DANE.  I don’t want special treatment. (Dane rubs his forehead, a
headache coming on.)
LARRY.  I’ll look at it again, if you want. You can come back
tomorrow and we’ll chat about it some more, okay? 
DANE.  Okay. Thanks. (Dane gets up to go, and is briefly overcome
by a sharp, stabbing headache.)
LARRY.  Are you all right?
DANE.  Yeah.
LARRY.  Too much stuff on your mind.
DANE.  Yeah. I should — go. (Dane heads for the door … )
LARRY.  Dane?
DANE.  Yeah? (He stops and looks at Larry.)
LARRY.  See you tomorrow.
DANE.  Yeah, see you then. (He exits into the hallway. Larry turns
away, and then — BANG — the sound of a body crashing into a
locker. Larry gets up … )
LARRY.  Dane? ( … and charges out the door. Blackout.)
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THE DREAM OF THE
BURNING BOY
by David West Read

4M, 3W

Since the sudden death of his favorite student, high-school teacher Larry
Morrow has been falling asleep at his desk and dreaming. The school’s
guidance counselor is hanging inspirational posters designed to help everyone
“process their emotions.” The student’s sister and friends — more agitated
and hormonal than usual — find little solace in Dante’s Inferno. And as
Larry’s dreams intensify, a shocking secret is exposed. A secret that will
change everything. Searing yet surprisingly funny, THE DREAM OF THE
BURNING BOY is about finding the strength to move on … and the
courage to live without regret.

“… sensitive … surprisingly humorous … Read has an ear for economical, real-
sounding dialogue, creating believable and moving characters.”

—Associated Press

“… eloquent, affecting … moving.” —The New York Times

“David West Read doesn’t just summon one vision of [grief ]: he unlocks six. All
different and yet all the same, they drive this lean … work that plumbs bottomless
sadness as few plays in recent memory have … [Read] lets these people tell their
own stories in their own words — both those they can spit out and, even more
frequently, those they can’t. The results aren’t always pretty or precisely ordered,
but death’s nature is to impose temporary disorder on those left behind. It’s in
how the remaining characters learn that, and learn to progress beyond it, that
is the real point.” —Talkin’ Broadway

DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC.
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