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TALKING CURE

Nondescript doctor’s office. Two men.

DOCTOR. Okay, Larry. Do you know why you’re here?
LARRY. I’m not sure.
DOCTOR. You’re not sure why you’re here.
LARRY. Not really.
DOCTOR. What’s a guess? Why do you think you’re here?
LARRY. I killed somebody?
DOCTOR. (Laughs.) No Larry, you didn’t kill anyone.
LARRY. Okay.
DOCTOR. Not at all.
LARRY. That’s good news.
DOCTOR. Yes it is. So why — 
LARRY. I didn’t kill the elderly lady?
DOCTOR. What elderly lady? (Beat.)
LARRY. Never mind.
DOCTOR. Larry, you’re here so that I can help you. Is there some
way that you think you might need help? Or relief, maybe, or, or,
or clarity? What do you hope for, in this encounter?
LARRY. I don’t know. (Thinking beat.) I guess I’m hoping —
maybe — could this be one of those things where it turns out I’m
the doctor and you’re the mental patient? (Beat.)
DOCTOR. No, Larry.
LARRY. How do you know? You don’t know everything.
DOCTOR. No, I don’t know everything.
LARRY. It could turn out that way. As a surprise.
DOCTOR. Well, in a movie sometimes that happens. Not in real
life. In real life, I am definitely the doctor.
LARRY. Well I guess you have to say that. Or it wouldn’t be a surprise.
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DOCTOR. Let’s go back — I don’t really care for that word, those
two words, “mental patient.” Why describe yourself that way?
LARRY. I’m saying I might not be.
DOCTOR. But getting away from that idea, the reversal idea. Why
would you refer to yourself in those terms, as a “mental patient.”
LARRY. I’m in a mental hospital.
DOCTOR. Well.
LARRY. And they didn’t gimme a SMOCK.
DOCTOR. Well, okay. Okay, but. Okay. But I help a lot of peo-
ple who don’t think of themselves as “mental patients.” They have
problems, problems that sometimes I can help them with, just like
I want to address your problem. And the first question I want to
talk about is, how would you characterize the problem? Or do you
think you don’t have any?
LARRY. Everybody has problems.
DOCTOR. Everybody has problems.
LARRY. Who helps you with yours? (Beat.)
DOCTOR. Let’s — I have friends who help me with mine, and
loved ones. But let’s — 
LARRY. That’s what friends are for.
DOCTOR. That’s what friends are for. But doctors can help
sometimes too.
LARRY. Which you claim to be.
DOCTOR. … Okay — 
LARRY. If I say I don’t have a problem, you’ll say that proves I’m
crazy.
DOCTOR. No I wouldn’t say that, but you yourself said,
“Everyone has problems.”
LARRY. Not because it’s true. I only said it because it’s one of
those things people say. You’re supposed to accept it, repeat it —
“Everyone has problems.” Keep building it into the system.
DOCTOR. “The system”?
LARRY. Make it a core belief. To reinforce the system, keep every-
body in line. The house always wins.
DOCTOR. Okay.
LARRY. Am I right?
DOCTOR. Okay. Okay. Fair enough.
LARRY. I am right.
DOCTOR. Yes, okay, it’s a truism. We shouldn’t set too much
store by little sayings like that, “Everybody has problems,” I agree.
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In TALKING CURE, Ethan Coen uncovers the sort of
insanity that can only come from family. Elaine May
explores the hilarity of passing in GEORGE IS DEAD. In
HONEYMOON MOTEL, Woody Allen invites you to
the sort of wedding day you won’t forget.

“Firecracker funny … A savory tasting platter of comedies,
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“A rollicking good time.” —The New Yorker

“Sometimes poignant, sometimes sad and often hysterical.”
—Associated Press

“So juicy and brilliantly funny, it’s worth more than a Cartier
necklace.” —The New York Post
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