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CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that performance of Sam 
and Dede, or My Dinner with André the Giant is subject to payment of 
a royalty. It is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America, 
and of all countries covered by the International Copyright Union (including the Domin-
ion of Canada and the rest of the British Commonwealth), and of all countries covered by 
the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention, the 
Berne Convention, and of all countries with which the United States has reciprocal copy-
right relations. All rights, including without limitation professional/amateur stage rights, 
motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video 
or sound recording, all other forms of mechanical, electronic and digital reproduction, 
transmission and distribution, such as CD, DVD, the Internet, private and file-sharing 
networks, information storage and retrieval systems, photocopying, and the rights of 
translation into foreign languages are strictly reserved. Particular emphasis is placed 
upon the matter of readings, permission for which must be secured from the Author’s 
agent in writing.

The English language stock and amateur stage performance rights in the United States, its 
territories, possessions and Canada for Sam and Dede, or My Dinner with 
André the Giant are controlled exclusively by Dramatists Play Service, Inc., 440 Park 
Avenue South, New York, NY 10016. No professional or nonprofessional performance of 
the Play may be given without obtaining in advance the written permission of Dramatists 
Play Service, Inc., and paying the requisite fee.

Inquiries concerning all other rights should be addressed to Elaine Devlin Literary 
Agency, 20 West 23rd Street, 3rd Floor, New York City, New York, 10010. Attn: Elaine 
Devlin.

SPECIAL NOTE
Anyone receiving permission to produce Sam and Dede, or My Dinner with 
André the Giant is required to give credit to the Author as sole and exclusive Author 
of the Play on the title page of all programs distributed in connection with performances of 
the Play and in all instances in which the title of the Play appears, including printed or 
digital materials for advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the Play and/or a pro-
duction thereof. Please see your production license for font size and typeface requirements.

Be advised that there may be additional credits required in all programs and promotional 
material. Such language will be listed under the “Additional Billing” section of production 
licenses. It is the licensee’s responsibility to ensure any and all required billing is included in 
the requisite places, per the terms of the license.

SPECIAL NOTE ON SONGS AND RECORDINGS
Dramatists Play Service, Inc. neither holds the rights to nor grants permission to use any 
songs or recordings mentioned in the Play. Permission for performances of copyrighted 
songs, arrangements or recordings mentioned in this Play is not included in our license 
agreement. The permission of the copyright owner(s) must be obtained for any such use. 
For any songs and/or recordings mentioned in the Play, other songs, arrangements, or 
recordings may be substituted provided permission from the copyright owner(s) of such 
songs, arrangements or recordings is obtained; or songs, arrangements or recordings in 
the public domain may be substituted.
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SAM AND DEDE, OR MY DINNER WITH ANDRÉ THE GIANT 
premiered at the Custom Made Theatre Company (Brian Katz, 
Artistic Director; Leah S. Abrams, Executive Director) in San 
Francisco, California, on February 11, 2016. It was directed by Leah 
S. Abrams, the scenic design was by Erik LaDue, the lighting design 
was by Maxx Kurzunski, the sound design was by Ryan Lee Short, 
the costume design was by Brooke Jennings, the props design was 
by Florence McCafferty, and the stage manager was Elizabeth Hall. 
The cast was as follows:

SAM .................................................................................... Dave Sikula 
ANDRÉ ....................................................................... Brendan Averett 

SAM AND DEDE, OR MY DINNER WITH ANDRÉ THE GIANT 
received its New York premiere at 59E59 Theaters (Val Day, Artistic 
Director; Brian Beirne, Managing Director), presented by the Custom 
Made Theatre Company, with executive producers William and Ruth 
Isenberg, on March 11, 2017, with the original cast, director, stage 
manager, and designers. 

The play was produced with a generous gift by Peter and Andrea 
Klein.
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CHARACTERS

SAM—Samuel Beckett at various ages

ANDRÉ—André the Giant at various ages

NOTES

Young André is often referred to as “Dede,” which is pronounced 
“day-day.”

The first scene of this play is based on an actual meeting between 
André the Giant and Samuel Beckett. The other scenes are fictitious.

It is, of course, difficult to imagine anyone playing Beckett and im-
possible to see anyone playing André the Giant (except of course 
André himself). His size could be illustrated in a number of ways 
but what is most important is the essence of both characters.
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SAM AND DEDE, or 
MY DINNER WITH 
ANDRÉ THE GIANT

Scene 1

1958. Samuel Beckett stands outside his beat-up truck. After 
a moment, a 12-year-old André Roussimoff, a.k.a. “André 
the Giant,” enters. At 12, he is already well past 6 feet and 
240 pounds. This is their first meeting.

SAM.  André.
ANDRÉ.  Hello.
SAM.  I’m Sam.

It’s the first time Sam has seen the boy and he’s impressed by 
his size, but tries not to show it.

ANDRÉ.  Hello.
SAM.  All right then.
ANDRÉ.  What’s wrong?
SAM.  Nothing. All set?
ANDRÉ.  This is your truck.
SAM.  Yes.

André nods and begins looking around the truck as if he 
were a buyer. There is a pause as Sam tries to figure out 
what he’s doing.

It’s a Peugeot.
Pause. André still looks at the truck.
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I bought it used.
ANDRÉ.  Peugeot.
SAM.  Yes. All set?
ANDRÉ.  I’m not going.
SAM.  I’m sorry?
ANDRÉ.  I can’t fit.
SAM.  Of course you can.
ANDRÉ.  No. It’s too small.
SAM.  You’ll fit just fine.
ANDRÉ.  I’ll have to ride in the back.
SAM.  No.
ANDRÉ.  I don’t think I can fit in the front.
SAM.  Of course you can.
ANDRÉ.  I’d prefer the back.
SAM.  The back.
ANDRÉ.  Of the truck.
SAM.  I don’t think that’s a good idea. I think you should get in 
the front.
ANDRÉ.  Why?
SAM.  You might fall out of the back.
ANDRÉ.  I won’t fall out.
SAM.  If you do, you’ll get hurt.
ANDRÉ.  I won’t fall out.
SAM.  Yes, but—
ANDRÉ.  I don’t want people to see me.
SAM.  They’re more likely to see you riding in the back.
ANDRÉ.  I’ll look foolish in the front.
SAM.  Why?
ANDRÉ.  I can’t fit.
SAM.  Of course you can.
ANDRÉ.  No.
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Pause.
I don’t like this idea.
SAM.  Well…
ANDRÉ.  Were you going to take me every day?
SAM.  Perhaps I—
ANDRÉ.  Why are you taking me?
SAM.  Your father asked me to.
ANDRÉ.  Why can’t he take me?
SAM.  He doesn’t have a truck.
ANDRÉ.  Why can’t you lend him the truck?

Pause. Sam doesn’t really have an answer for this.
SAM.  I don’t know.
ANDRÉ.  I’m going to ask him.
SAM.  No, I—
ANDRÉ.  My father can drive.
SAM.  André—
ANDRÉ.  Dede.
SAM.  What?
ANDRÉ.  Dede. Everyone calls me Dede.
SAM.  Dede, your father asked me to drive you to school.
ANDRÉ.  You said that.
SAM.  Yes, and—
ANDRÉ.  I don’t want you to.
SAM.  Why not?
ANDRÉ.  Because I don’t like school.
SAM.  Most people don’t.
ANDRÉ.  Did you like school?
SAM.  No.
ANDRÉ.  Then why did you go?
SAM.  I don’t know.
ANDRÉ.  Did your father drive you to school?



10

SAM.  No. I walked.
ANDRÉ.  I think I’d rather walk.
SAM.  It’s a long way.
ANDRÉ.  I can do it.

André begins to walk off.
SAM.  Dede.
ANDRÉ.  Yes?
SAM.  You can’t walk to school.
ANDRÉ.  Why not?
SAM.  Well…

Sam is looking for a ploy but can’t seem to find one. André 
walks on…

Dede.
ANDRÉ.  What is it?
SAM.  What if…
ANDRÉ.  Yes?

Slight pause.
I’m going to be late for school.
SAM.  Yes. What if I was to take you to school today? In my truck. 
And we’ll see if that’s all right…and then we can talk it over with 
your father…whether or not you’d like me to do it again. Tomorrow.
ANDRÉ.  I don’t understand you.
SAM.  Let’s just try it for today.
ANDRÉ.  I go to school every day.
SAM.  I know you do. Let’s just try it this once.

Pause.
ANDRÉ.  As long as I can ride in the back.
SAM.  Fine.
ANDRÉ.  Really?
SAM.  Yes.
ANDRÉ.  Are you certain?
SAM.  As much as I can be.
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André gets in the back. Sam gets in the front and is ready to 
go but then thinks better of it.

Are you all right back there?
ANDRÉ.  Yes.

Sam is about to put the truck in gear, but he hesitates.
SAM.  I do think you’ll be more comfortable up here.
ANDRÉ.  In the back.
SAM.  No, in the front.
ANDRÉ.  I won’t fit.
SAM.  Fine. Please be careful.
ANDRÉ.  I’m not doing anything.
SAM.  Yes.
ANDRÉ.  I’m going to be late.

Sam begins to drive and then stops.
SAM.  What if I hit a bump?
ANDRÉ.  I’ll be fine.
SAM.  Never mind, get in the front.
ANDRÉ.  No, that’s all right.
SAM.  André, in the front.
ANDRÉ.  This is fine. I’m fine here.
SAM.  Are you sure?
ANDRÉ.  Yes.
SAM.  All right.

Resigned, Sam begins to drive in earnest. The truck pulls 
out, André in the back, Sam in the front. They drive for a 
while. After a long pause, André bangs on the window.

ANDRÉ.  Thank you!
SAM.  For what?
ANDRÉ.  For letting me ride back here.

Sam nods, smiling.
SAM.  There’s plenty of room up front.
ANDRÉ.  That’s all right.
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True story: twelve-year-old André the Giant, already well over six feet tall and 
240 pounds, didn’t fit on the school bus. André’s neighbor, feeling sorry for the 
boy, offered to drive him to school in his truck. The neighbor was Samuel 
Beckett. Out of that bit of trivia comes Sam and Dede, or My Dinner 
with AndrÉ the Giant, imagining a number of scenes between a giant 
who cannot hide, and a writer obsessed with silence. 

“Fans of professional wrestling and absurdist drama have a show to call their own…
an affectionate tribute to a stage goliath and a grappler built like a butte.”
	 —The New York Times

“DiIorio has wisely treated the two characters more as archetypes of Intellect vs Body 
rather than specific historical personages. As a result, the play works beautifully as an 
exploration of human types and ideals.”	 —TheatreStorm.com

“Rarely have I been to a play where I had so much regret that the end had arrived. I so 
wanted Sam and Dede just to keep on meeting and talking…largely about not much 
at all and yet about everything. …Gino DiIorio [has] produce[d] a winner that even 
in its first production, feels pretty perfect.”	 —TheatreEddys.com

“DiIorio’s dialogue sparkles with Beckett-style remarks while these two ‘giants’ of the 
literary and wrestling worlds converse. The imaginary meetings involve conversations 
that are intelligent, witty, and bright.”	 —TalkinBroadway.com
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